MacLachlan’s Characters

	Book title/Author
	Main Characters
	Setting: Time/Place
	Main Conflict
	How is the story similar to Sarah Plain and Tall?

	Caleb’s Story/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Caleb, Anna, Sarah, Papa, and Cassie
	Kansas prairie in the 1800’s
	A stranger, Jacob’s father, arrives at the Witting farm.  Jacob holds a grudge toward him.  Caleb helps the family move through past pain.  
	This is the third in the series of Sarah, Plain and Tall. The characters are the same with the addition of Cassie.  Here again a family overcomes their unresolved feelings.

	Baby/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Sophie, Larkin, and Lalo Baldelli
	Near the coast somewhere in New England
	Larkin’s family looses a brother/son who was never named.  Sophie shows up in a basket and helps the family heal their loss through poetry and song.
	Music is very important in this family.  They also overcome a loss.  The setting is on the New England coast, which is the same place Sarah is from.  The author refers to colors and nature in this book as well.  The main character is 12 years old.  Larkin calls her mother and father Mama and Papa.  

	Sarah, Plain and Tall/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Anna, Caleb, Sarah, Papa
	Kansas prairie-1880’s
	Anna, Sarah, Caleb, and Papa must brave the hardships of living on the prairie.  They must work daily so that they can survive.  Anna, Caleb, and Papa must deal with the loss of their mother/wife and Sarah must learn to live away from her home.
	

	Journey/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Journey and

Cat 
	Somewhere in the mountains-there is mention of mildew and mountain laurel
	Journey’s mother leaves him with his grandparents.  Journey looks for reasons why his mother left him.  Journey finds a camera and learns to look at those things that are not obvious.  He comes to see that his family still loves.
	Journey calls his mother Mama.  Here again the main character deals with overcoming the feelings of loss and abandonment.  Journey is 11 years old.

	Cassie Binegar/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Cassie, her mother, and Gran 
	New England coast
	Cassie must overcome the loss of her grandfather and living in a new place where she feels that she does not belong.
	Cassie is the name of the new baby sister in Caleb’s Story.  Cassie must also deal with loss and adjusting to a new life.


